Citing Material

As you are working on your project, I realize that you are not going to be able to come up with all of the information on your own.  Thus, you must cite your sources.  Sources are where you get your information from.  Whether it is from an encyclopedia or the internet, when you are writing information in your paper that you got from something else, you must cite the information. 

Example: From a website
William Shakespeare was married on November 27, 1582, (William Shakespeare Info).
I used my own words to explain the information about Shakespeare, but I did not come up with the information myself.  So, at the end of the sentence, I cite the source I obtained the information from.  If I am writing an entire paragraph where the information is not my own, I can cite the paragraph at the end.  This is called parenthetical citation.  Notice how I don’t end the sentence with a period till after I have cited the material.

William Shakespeare wrote many works, “In just 23 years, between approximately 1590 and 1613, he is attributed with writing 38 plays, 154 sonnets and 5 other poems,” (William Shakespeare Info). 

In this case, I introduced a sentence that was not of my own creation.  When I am doing that, I must place the quoted information in quotation marks.  Notice how I did not just drop the quote into the writing; I introduced it with my own words.  Once again, I used parenthetical citation to let the reader know where the information comes from. Be sure to quote the information exactly.
* If I were to use a published work outside of the internet, I would cite the information by using the last name of the author and the page it came from. Ex. (Breves, 83).
The last page of your paper will be a works cited page.  This will be where you detail the exact information of your book, so if one wanted to find your sources they would be able to.   Notice how the lines underneath the initial title are indented.
Example for the internet:
Name of Site. Date of Posting/Revision. Name of institution/organization affiliated with the site (sometimes found in copyright statements). Date you accessed the site [electronic address]
William Shakespeare Info. February 1, 2007. Alchin, Linda. November 25, 2007. http://www.william-shakespeare.info/index.htm
Example for a book:

Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.
Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. New York: Penguin Books, 1987.
Example for an encyclopedia:

Author of entry. "Title of entry." Title of Reference Book. Edition number (if applicable). Year of publication

Mohanty, Jitendra M. "Indian Philosophy." The New Encyclopædia Britannica: Macropædia. 15th ed. 1987.

Example of a poem: (If from a book)
Burns, Robert. "Red, Red Rose." 100 Best-Loved Poems. Ed. Philip Smith. New York: Dover, 1995. 26.

If you have any questions, you can look at the website below, which will help you with all different types of formats. 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/
